Bill Of Rights 1688
Imperial Act
Date of assent

2
13 February 1688

Contents

2

Title
Preamble
Non obstantes made void—Exception

Page
1
1
10

AN ACT declareing the rights and liberties of the subject and
setleing the succession of the Crowne.

Preamble
WHEREAS the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Comons
assembled at Westminster lawfully fully and freely representing
all the estates of the people of this Realme did upon the thirteenth
day of February in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred
eighty eight present unto their Majesties then called and known by
the names and stile of William and Mary Prince and Princesse of
Orange being present in their proper persons a certaine declaration in
writeing made by the said Lords and Comons in the words following
viz
The Heads of Declaration of Lords and Commons, recited.
WHEREAS the late King James the Second by the assistance of
diverse evill Councellors Judges and Ministers imployed by him did
endeavour to subvert and extirpate the Protestant religion and the
lawes and liberties of this Kingdome.
Dispensing and Suspending Power.
By assumeing and exerciseing a power of dispensing with and
suspending of lawes and the execution of lawes without consent of
Parlyament.

Note
Source: New Zealand Parliamentary Library, International Documents Collection
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Committing Prelates.
By committing and prosecuting diverse worthy prelates for humbly
petitioning to be excused from concurring to the said assumed power.
Ecclesiastical Commission.
By issueing and causeing to be executed a commission under the
Great Seale for erecting a court called The Court of Commissioners
for Ecclesiasticall Causes.
Levying Money.
By levying money for and to the use of the crown by pretence of
prerogative for other time and in other manner then the same was
granted by Parlyament.
Standing Army.
By raising and keeping a standing army within this Kingdome in
time of peace without consent of Parlyament and quartering soldiers
contrary to law.
Disarming Protestants, etc
By causing severall good subjects being Protestants to be disarmed at
the same time when Papists were both armed and imployed contrary
to law.
Violating Elections.
By violating the freedome of election of members to serve in
Parlyament.
Illegal Prosecutions.
By prosecutions in the Court of Kings Bench for matters and causes
cognizable onely in Parlyament and by diverse other arbitrary and
illegall courses.
Juries.
And whereas of late yeares partiall corrupt and unqualifyed persons
have beene returned and served on juryes in tryalls and particularly
diverse jurors in tryalls for high treason which were not freeholders,
Excessive Bail.
And excessive baile hath beene required of persons committed in
criminall cases to elude the beneﬁtt of the lawes made for the liberty
of the subjects.
Fines.
And excessive ﬁnes have beene imposed.
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Punishments.
And illegall and cruell punishments inﬂicted.
Grants of Fines, etc before Conviction, etc.
And severall grants and promises made of ﬁnes and forfeitures before
any conviction or judgement against the persons upon whome the
same were to be levyed.
All which are utterly and directly contrary to the knowne lawes and
statutes and freedome of this Realme.
Recital that the late King James II had abdicated the Government, and
that the Throne was vacant, and that the Prince of Orange had written
letters to the Lords and Commons for the choosing representatives in
Parliament.
And whereas the said late King James the Second haveing abdicated
the Government and the Throne being thereby vacant His Hignesse
the Prince of Orange (whome it hath pleased Almighty God to make
the glorious instrument of delivering this Kingdome from Popery
and arbitrary power) did (by the advice of the Lords Spirituall
and Temporall and diverse principall persons of the Commons)
cause letters to be written to the Lords Spirituall and Temporall
being Protestants and other letters to the severall countyes cityes
universities burroughs and cinque ports for the choosing of such
persons to represent them as were of right to be sent to Parlyament
to meete and sitt at Westminster upon the two and twentyeth day
of January in this yeare one thousand six hundred eighty and eight
in order to such an establishment as that their religion lawes and
liberties might not againe be in danger of being subverted, upon
which letters elections haveing beene accordingly made.
The Subject’s Rights.
And thereupon the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and
Commons pursuant to their respective letters and elections being
now assembled in a full and free representative of this nation takeing
into their most serious consideration the best meanes for attaining
the ends aforesaid doe in the ﬁrst place (as their auncestors in
like case have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their
auntient rights and liberties, declare
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Dispensing power—That the pretended power of suspending
of laws or the execution of laws by Regall Authority without
consent of Parlyament is illegall.
Late dispensing power—That the pretended power of
dispensing with laws or the execution of laws by Regall
Authoritie as it hath beene assumed and exercised of late is
illegall.
Ecclesiastical Courts illegal—That the commission for
erecting the late Court of Commissioners for Ecclesiasticall
Causes and all other commissions and courts of like nature
are illegall and pernicious.
Levying money—That levying money for or to the use
of the Crowne by pretence of prerogative without grant of
Parlyament for longer time or in other manner then the same
is or shall be granted is illegall.
Right to petition—That it is the right of the subjects to
petition the King and all commitments and prosecutions for
such petitioning are illegall.
Standing army—That the raising or keeping a standing army
within the Kingdome in time of peace unlesse it be with
consent of Parlyament is against law.
Subjects’ arms—That the subjects which are Protestants may
have arms for their defence suitable to their conditions and as
allowed by law.
Freedom of election—That election of members of
Parlyament ought to be free.
Freedom of speech—That the freedome of speech and
debates or proceedings in Parlyament ought not to be
impeached or questioned in any court or place out of
Parlyament.
Excessive bail—That excessive baile ought not to be
required nor excessive ﬁnes imposed nor cruell and unusuall
punishments inﬂicted.
Juries—That jurors ought to be duely impannelled and
returned.
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Grants of forfeitures—That all grants and promises of ﬁnes
and forfeitures of particular persons before conviction are
illegall and void.
Frequent Parliaments—And that for redresse of all
grievances and for the amending strengthening and
preserveing of the lawes Parlyaments ought to be held
frequently.
The said rights claimed—And they doe claime demand and
insist upon all and singular the premises as their undoubted
rights and liberties and that noe declarations judgements
doeings or proceedings to the prejudice of the people in any
of the said premisses ought in any wise to be drawne hereafter
into consequence or example. To which demand of their
rights they are particularly encouraged by the declaration of
his Highnesse the Prince of Orange as being the onely meanes
for obtaining a full redresse and remedy therein.
Tender of the Crown—Haveing therefore an intire
conﬁdence that his said Highnesse the Prince of Orange
will perfect the deliverance soe farr advanced by him and will
still preserve them from the violation of their rights which
they have here asserted and from all other attempts upon their
religion rights and liberties,
Regal power exercised—The said Lords Spirituall and
Temporall and Commons assembled at Westminster doe
resolve that William and Mary Prince and Princesse of
Orange be and be declared King and Queene of England
France and Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging to
hold the Crowne and Royall Dignity of the said kingdomes
and dominions to them the said Prince and Princesse dureing
their lives and the life of the survivour of them
Limitation of the Crown—And that the sole and full
exercise of the Regall power be onely in and executed by the
said Prince of Orange in the names of the said Prince and
Princesse dureing their joynt lives and after their deceases
the said Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the said kingdoms
and dominions to be to the heires of the body of the said
Princesse and for default of such issue to the Princesse Anne
of Denmarke and the heires of her body
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And for default of such issue to the heires of the body of the
said Prince of Orange. And the Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons doe pray the said Prince and (1) Princesse to
accept the same accordingly.
New oaths of allegiance, etc—And the the oathes hereafter
mentioned be taken by all persons of whome the oathes of
allegiance and supremacy might be required by law instead
of them and that the said oathes of allegiance and supremacy
be abrogated.
Allegiance—I A B doe sincerely promise and sweare that I
will be faithfull and beare true allegiance to their Majestyes
King William and Queene Mary Soe helpe me God.
Supremacy—I A B doe sweare that I doe from my heart
abhorr, detest and abjure as impious and hereticall this
damnable doctrine and position that Princes excommunicated
or deprived by the Pope or any authority of the See of Rome
may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or any other
whatsoever. And I doe declare that noe forreigne Prince
person prelate, state or potentate hath or ought to have any
jurisdiction power superiority preeminence or authoritie
ecclesiasticall or spirituall within this Realme Soe helpe me
God.
Acceptance of the Crown—Upon which their said Majestyes
did accept the Crowne and Royall Dignitie of the Kingdoms
of England France and Ireland and the dominions thereunto
belonging according to the resolution and desire of the said
Lords and Commons contained in the said declaration.
The two Houses to sit—And thereupon their Majestyes
were pleased that the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons being the two Houses of Parlyament should
continue to sitt and with their Majesties Royall concurrence
make effectuall provision for the setlement of the religion
lawes and liberties of this Kingdome soe that the same for the
future might not be in danger againe of being subverted, to
which the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons
did agree and proceede to act accordingly.
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Subjects’ liberties to be allowed, and ministers hereafter
to serve according to the same—Now in pursuance of
the premisses the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall
and Commons in Parlyament assembled for the ratifying
conﬁrming and establishing the said Declaration and the
articles clauses matters and things therein contained by the
force of a law made in due forme by authority of Parlyament
doe pray that it may be declared and enacted that all and
singular the rights and liberties asserted and claimed in the
said Declaration are the true auntient and indubitable rights
and liberties of the people of this Kingdome and soe shall
be esteemed allowed adjudged deemed and taken to be and
that all and every the particulars aforesaid shall be ﬁrmly and
strictly holden and observed as they are expressed in the said
Declaration
And all ofﬁcers and ministers whatsoever shall serve their
Majestyes and their successors according to the same in all
times to come.
William and Mary declared King and Queen—And
the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons
seriously considering how it hath pleased Almighty God in
his marvellous providence and mercifull goodness to this
nation to provide and preserve their said Majestyes Royall
Persons most happily to raigne over us upon the throne of their
auncestors for which they render unto him from the bottome
of their hearts their humblest thanks and praises doe truely
ﬁrmely assuredly and in the sincerity of their hearts thinke
and doe hereby recognize acknowledge and declare that King
James the Second haveing abdicated the Government and
their Majestyes haveing accepted the Crowne and Royall
dignity as aforesaid their said Majestyes did become were
are and of right ought to be by the lawes of this Realme our
Soveraigne Liege Lord and Lady King and Queene of England
France and Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging
in and to whose princely persons the Royall State Crowne
and dignity of the said Realmes with all honours stiles titles
regalities prerogatives powers jurisdictions and authorities to
the same belonging and appertaining are most fully rightfully
and intirely invested and incorporated united and annexed
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Limitation of the Crown—And for preventing all questions
and divisions in this Realme by reason of any pretended titles
to the Crowne and for preserveing a certainty in the succession
thereof in and upon which the unity peace tranquillity and
safety of this nation doth under God wholly consist and depend
The said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe
beseech their Majestyes that it may be enacted established and
declared that the Crowne and Regall Government of the said
Kingdoms and dominions with all and singular the premisses
thereunto belonging and appertaining shall bee and continue
to their said Majestyes and the survivour of them dureing their
lives and the life of the survivour of them And that the entire
perfect and full exercise of the Regall Power and Government
be onely in and executed by his Majestie in the names of
both their Majestyes dureing their joynt lives And after their
deceases the said Crowne and premisses shall be and remaine
to the heires of the body of her Majestie and for default of such
issue to her Royall Highnesse the Princess Anne of Denmarke
and the heires of her body and for default of such issue to
the heires of the body of his said Majestie And thereunto the
said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons doe in the
name of all the people aforesaid most humbly and faithfully
submitt themselves their heires and posterities for ever and doe
faithfully promise that they will stand to maintaine and defend
their said Majesties and alsoe the limitation and succession
of the Crowne herein speciﬁed and contained to the utomost
of their powers with their lives and estates against all persons
whatsoever that shall attempt any thing to the contrary.
Papists debarred the Crown—And whereas it hath beene
found by experience that it is inconsistent with the safety
and welfaire of this Protestant Kingdome to be governed
by a Popish Prince or by and King or Queene marrying a
Papist the said Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons
doe further pray that it may be enacted that all and every
person and persons that is are or shall be reconciled to or
shall hold communion with the See or Church of Rome or
shall professe the Popish religion or shall marry a Papist shall
be excluded and be for ever uncapeable to inherit possesse
or enjoy the Crowne and Government of this Realme and
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Ireland and the dominions thereunto belonging or any part
of the same or to have use or exercise any Regall power
authoritie or jurisdiction within the same And in all and every
such case or cases the people of these Realmes shall be and
are hereby absolved of their allegiance1 And the said Crowne
and Government shall from time to time descend to and be
enjoyed by such person or persons being Protestants as should
have inherited and enjoyed the same in case the said person
or persons soe reconciled holding communion or professing
or marrying as aforesaid were naturally dead.
Every King, etc, shall make the Declaration of 30 car
II—And that every King and Queene of this Realme who at
any time hereafter shall come to and succeede in the Imperiall
Crowne of this Kingdome shall on the ﬁrst day of the meeting
of the ﬁrst Parlyament next after his or her comeing to the
Crowne sitting in his or her throne in the House of Peeres in
the presence of the Lords and Commons therein assembled
or at his or her coronation before such person or persons who
shall administer the Coronation Oath to him or her at the time
of his or her takeing the said Oath (which shall ﬁrst happen)
make subscribe and audibly repeate the declaration mentioned
in the Statute made in the thirtyeth yeare of the Raigne of King
Charles the Second entituled “An Act for the more effectuall
preserveing the Kings person and Government by disableing
Papists from sitting in either House of Parlyament”.
If under 12 years old, to be done after attainment
thereof—But if it shall happen that such King or Queene
upon his or her succession to the Crowne of this Realme shall
be under the age of twelve yeares then every such King or
Queene shall make subscribe and audibly repeate the said
Declaration at his or her coronation or the ﬁrst day of the
meeting of the Parlyament as aforesaid which shall ﬁrst
happen after such King or Queene shall have attained the said
age of twelve yeares.2
King’s and Queen’s assent—All which their Majestyes
are contented and pleased shall be declared enacted and
established by authoritie of this present Parliament and shall
2

Annexed to the original Act in a separate schedule
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stand remaine and be the law of this Realme for ever And the
same are by their said Majesties by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spirituall and Temporall and Commons
in Parlyament assembled and by the authoritie of the same
declared enacted and established accordingly.
This item relating to jurors in this section was amended by section 62 Juries Act
1825 (6 Geo 4, c 50) by omitting the words “and Jurors which passe upon Men
in Trialls for High Treason ought to be Freeholders”.
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AND bee it further declared and enacted by the authoritie
aforesaid that from and after this present session of Parlyament
noe dispensation by non obstante of or to any statute or any
part thereof shall be allowed but that the same shall be held
void and of noe effect except a dispensation be allowed of
in such statute and except in such cases as shall be specially
provided for by one or more Bill or Bills to be passed dureing
this present session of Parliament.

